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Characteristics of
Rural Residents in West Virginia:
Results of a
1981 Survey in Nine Counties
Da le Colyer, Dennis Smith, Anthony Ferrise, and Edwin Akamonu

Introduction
In the summer of 1981 a sample survey of rural residents was conducted in nine
West Virginia counties, located in different areas of the State (Figure 1).
Although the counties were not selected at random, they were representative
of their areas and, as a group, the State. The purpose of the survey was to
obtain information about residents of rural areas-information that might be
useful in public policy, educational, and related programs.
A major consideration in the decision to conduct the survey was the reversal
of long-term trends in population growth and the economic situation of rural
areas. Prior to about 1968, population in West Virginia, and especially in most
of its rural areas, had been declining steadily. But, as the 1980 Census of
Population confirmed, population grew during the 1970s in nearly all areas in
the State including the more rural counties. The economies of most rural areas
have changed from declining to expanding and problems of growth have
replaced those of decline.
However, relatively little is known about the residents in rural areas,
especially those who account for the population increases. It was not known,
for example, whether the increases were due primarily to in-migration or to
less out-migration. Similarly little was known about the jobs of the rural
residents, the land they occupy, what they produced, or how they regarded
their situation. Thus, a questionnaire was designed to obtain information that
could increase knowledge about the new situation in rural areas of the State.

Procedures
C:::J Counties in Survey

Figure 1. Location of Counties in the Rural Development Survey.

Nine counties were selected for the rural development survey. The counties
were selected to obtain representation throughout the State and to assure a
wide variety with respect to the importance of economic activities such as
agriculture and mining, income levels, and related characteristics. Thus, the
counties were not randomly selected and the results can not be generalized for
the State in a statistical sense.
Personal interviews were used to obtain information from a random sample
of persons i;i unincorporated areas of each county. Within each county, a rural
residence near the starting point of each day's interviewing was selected at
random and then each tenth to twentieth house, depending on the density of

